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Where it appears, although by evidence outside the record, that, before the writ of

error to the state court was sued out, the public officer against whom a writ of

mandamus is prayed had died, and his successor had qualified, the writ will be

dismissed.

The facts are stated in the opinion.
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Memorandum opinion, by direction of the court, by MR. CHIEF JUSTICE WHITE:

This is an action in mandamus. The party proceeded against in the state court was

A.C. Croom, sued in his official character as Comptroller of the State of Florida.

On January 16, 1912, the Supreme Court of Florida affirmed a judgment denying

the writ. On April 11, 1912, this writ of error was sued out by the relator below, and

Croom, Comptroller, was named as defendant in error. Citation was served by

delivering a copy to the Attorney General of the State of Florida. The attorneys

who represented the defendant in the state courts, acting as friends of the court,

have placed upon the files evidence establishing that A. C. Croom died on

February 7, 1912, and that William v. Knott was thereafter appointed and duly

qualified as Comptroller of the State of Florida, and has been acting as such since

February 17, 1912. Under the circumstances thus detailed, it results that the writ of

error was improvidently sued out, and it must therefore be dismissed.

Writ of error dismissed.
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