
SooperKanoon - India's Premier Online Legal Search - sooperkanoon.com

In Re: Gopalchandra Singha

In Re: Gopalchandra Singha

SooperKanoon Citation : sooperkanoon.com/879067

Court : Kolkata

Decided On : Jun-13-1930

Reported in : AIR1931Cal523

Appellant : In Re: Gopalchandra Singha

Judgement :

Williams, J.

1. With regard to counsel's fees, I do not propose to interfere with the decision of

the Taxing Officer upon the question what amount of fees should be allowed to

leading counsel, having regard to the size and importance of the case. He has

come to the conclusion that the fee which he has allowed is a proper fee, having

regard to these circumstances. The fees allowed to the other side were on the

basis of the scale between attorney and client and therefore are no criterion.

2. But with regard to the fees allowed to junior counsel, they have not been

allowed upon the basis of the two-thirds rule, which is customary in England. I am

told that there is no such recognized rule of proportion in this country, but that it is

customary for the Taxing Officer, as I understand it, to assess the market value of

junior counsel engaged in the case.

3. Upon what basis he proceeds to make this assessment I am not informed, and I

am at a loss to imagine, but, in my opinion, it is a most undesirable practice, and,

in circumstances which might arise having regard to conditions existing in this
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country to which one cannot shut one's eyes, it might lead to most undesirable

results. It is much safer that some sort of recognized scale should be adopted by

the Taxing Officers. Whether the profession in general adopt and abide by the two-

thirds rule or not is immaterial. The only thing which is necessary is that the Taxing

Officers should have some rule to guide them, and, in my opinion, the most

practical rule is the one which has been adopted for many years, which is well

recognized and which has been in force in both the English and Irish Courts. For

these reasons, the amounts allowed for junior counsel must be adjusted according

to the two-thirds scale.
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