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Indian Forest Act, 1927

Chapter 9 - Penalties and Procedure

(1) When there is reason to believe that a forest-offence has been committed in respect of any forest-
produce, such produce, together with all tools, boats, carts or cattle used in committing any such
offence, may be seized by any Forest-officer or Police-officer.

(2) Every officer seizing any property under this section shall place on such property a mark
indicating that the same has been so seized, and shall, as soon as may be, make a report of such
seizure to the Magistrate having jurisdiction to try the offence on account of which the seizure has
been made:

Provided that, when the forest-produce with respect to which such offence is believed to have
been committed is the property of Government, and the offender is unknown, it shall be sufficient
if the officer makes, as soon as may be, a report of the circumstances to his official superior.

Section 53 - Power to release property seized under section 52

Any Forest-officer of a rank not inferior to that of a Ranger who, or whose subordinate, has seized
any tools, boats, carts or cattle under section 52, may release the same on the execution by the owner
thereof a bond for the production of the property so released, if and when so required, before the
Magistrate having jurisdiction to try the offence on account of which the seizure has been made.

Section 54 - Procedure thereupon

Upon the receipt of any such report, the Magistrate shall, with all convenient is patch, take such
measures as may be necessary for the arrest and trial of the offender and the disposal of the property
according to law.

Section 55 - Forest-produce, tools, etc., when liable to confiscation

(1) All timber or forest-produce which is not the property of Government and in respect of which a
forest-offence has been committed, and all tools, boats, carts and cattle used in committing any forest-
offence, shall be liable to confiscation.

(2) Such confiscation may be in addition to any other punishment prescribed for such offence.

Section 56 - Disposal on conclusion of trial for forest-offence, of produce in respect of which it was
committed

When the trial of any forest-offence is concluded, any forest-produce in respect of which such offence
has been committed shall, if it is the property of Government or has been confiscated, be taken charge
of by a Forest-officer, and, in any other case, may be disposed of in such manner as the Court may
direct.

Section 57 - Procedure when offender not known or cannot be found
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When the offender is not known or cannot be found, the Magistrate may, if he finds that an offence
has been committed, order the property in respect of which the offence has been committed to be
confiscated and taken charge of by the Forest-officer or to be made over to the person whom the
Magistrate deems to be entitled to the same:

Provided that no such order shall be made until the expiration of one month from the date of
seizing such property, or without hearing the person, if any, claiming any right thereto, and the
evidence, if any, which he may produce in support of his claim.

Section 58 - Procedure as to perishable property seized under section 52

The Magistrate may, notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, direct the sale of any property
seized under section 52 and subject to speedy and natural decay, and may deal with the proceeds as he
would have dealt with such property if it had not been sold.

Section 59 - Appeal from orders under section 55, section 56 or section 57

The officer who made the seizure under section 52, or any of his official superiors, or any person
claiming to be interested in the property so seized, may, within one month from the date of any order
passed under section 55, section 56 or section 57, appeal the refrom to the Court to which orders
made by such Magistrate are ordinarily appealable, and the order passed on such appeal shall be final.

Section 60 - Property when to vest in Government

When an order for the confiscation of any property has been passed under section 55 or section 57, as
the case may be, and the period limited by section 59 for an appeal from such order has elapsed, and
no such appeal has been preferred, or when, on such an appeal being preferred, the Appellate Court
confirms such order in respect of the whole or a portion of such property, such property or such
portion thereof, as the case may be, shall vest in the Government free from all incumbrances.

Section 61 - Saving of power to release property seized

Nothing hereinbefore contained shall be deemed to prevent any officer empowered in this behalf by
the State Government from directing at any time the immediate release of any property seized under
section 52.

Section 62 - Punishment for wrongful seizure

Any Forest-officer or Police-officer who vexatiously and unnecessarily seizes any property on
pretence of seizing property liable to confiscation under this Act shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five
hundred rupees, or with both.

Section 63 - Penalty for counterfeiting or defacing marks on trees and timber and for altering
boundary marks

Whoever, with intent to cause damage or injury to the public or (o any person, or to cause wrongful
gain as defined in the Indian Penal Code

(a) knowingly counterfeits upon any timber or standing tree a mark used by Forest-officers to
indicate that such timber or tree is the property of the Government or of some person, or that it
may lawfully be cut or removed by some person; or

(b) alters, defaces or obliterates any such mark placed on a tree or on timber by or under the
authority of a Forest-officer; or



(c) alters, moves, destroys or defaces any boundary-mark of any forest or wasteland to which the
provisions of this Act are applied,

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or
with both.

Section 64 - Power to arrest without warrant

(1) Any Forest-officer or Police-officer may, without orders from a Magistrate and without a warrant,
arrest any person against whom a reasonable suspicion exists of his having been concerned in any
forest-offence punishable with imprisonment for one month or upwards.

(2) Every officer making an arrest under this section shall, without unnecessary delay and subject to
the provisions of this Act as to release on bond, take or send the person arrested before the Magistrate
having jurisdiction in the case, or to the officer in charge of the nearest police station.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to authorise such arrest for any act which is an offence
under Chapter IV unless such act has been prohibited under clause (c) of section 30.

Section 65 - Power to release on a bond a person arrested

Any Forest-officer of a rank not interior to that of a Ranger, who, or whose subordinate, has arrested
any person under the provisions of section 64, may release such person on his executing a bond to
appear, if and when so required, before the Magistrate having jurisdiction in the case, or before the
officer in charge of the nearest police station.

Section 66 - Power to prevent commission of offence

Every Forest-officer and Police-officer shall prevent, and may interfere for the purpose of preventing,
the commission of any forest-offence.

Section 67 - Power to try offences summarily

The District Magistrate or any Magistrate of the first class specially empowered in this behalf by the1
[ State Government ] may try summarily, under the2Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, any forest-
offence punishable with imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or fine not exceeding five
hundred rupees, or both.

___________________ _

1. Substituted by the A.O. 1950, for "Provincial Government".

2. See Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974).

Section 68 - Power to compound offences

(1) The1[ State Government ] may, by notification in the2[ Official Gazette ] , empower a Forest
officer- ] , empower a Forest officer-

(a) to accept from any person against whom a reasonable suspicion exists that he has committed
any forest-offence, other than an offence specified in section 62 or section 63, a sum of money by
way of compensation for the offence which such person is suspected to have committed, and



(b) when any property has been seized as liable to confiscation, to release the same on payment of
the value thereof as estimated by such officer.

(2) On the payment of such sum of money, or such value, or both, as the case may be, to such officer,
the suspected person, if in custody, shall be discharged, the property, if any seized shall be released,
and no further proceedings shall be taken against such person or property.

(3) A Forest-officer shall not be empowered under (his section unless he is a Forest-officer of a rank
not inferior to that of a Ranger and is in receipt of a monthly salary amounting to at least one hundred
rupees, and the sum of money accepted as compensation under clause (a) of sub-section (1) shall in
no case exceed the sum of fifty rupees.

___________________ _

1. Substituted by the A.O. 1950, for "Provincial Government".

2. Substituted by the A.O. 1937, for "Local Official Gazette".

Section 69 - Presumption that forest-produce belongs to Government

When in any proceedings taken under this Act, or in consequence of anything done under this Act, a
question arises as to whether any forest-produce is the property of the Government, such produce
shall be presumed to be the property of the Government until the contrary is proved.
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