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Wakf Act, 1954
Section 21 - APPOINTMENT OF WAKF COMMISSIONER AND HISTERM OF OFFICE, ETC

1) There shall be in each State a Wakf Commissioner who shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Beard.
(2) The Wakf Commissioner shall be a person professing Islam and shall be appointed by the State
Government by notification in the Official Gazette: Provided that in the case of Union territories (including
the Union territory of Delhi), the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint
one person to be the Wakf Commissioner for two or more Union territories, irrespective of whether or not
any common Board has been established for such Union territories: Provided further that where a common
Board has been established under section 66F-for two or more States, the power to appoint a Wakf
Commissioner for such States shall vest in the Central Government, and the Wakf Commissioner, appointed
by the Central Government, as far as may be, in accordance with the provisions of this section, shall function
as the Wakf Commissioner in respect of each of the States for which such common Board has been
established. (3) The Wakf Commissioner shall be appointed from amongst such persons as are holding posts
in the Senior Scale of Class| of the Judicial Service of the State or postsin the Senior Scale of any
Administrative Service in the State: Provided that no person shall be so appointed unless he has held the post
of a Deputy Secretary to the Government of the State, or any other post of an equivalent rank, for a period of
not less than five years. Provided further that if in any State, no person, professing Islam, who has held the
post of Deputy Secretary to the Government of the State or any other post of an equivalent rank for a period
of fiveyears, or more is available, it shall be lawful for the State Government to relax the conditions with
regard to the said status or rank, as the case may be, and the period for which a post of such status or rank
should have been held by a person to become eligible for such appointment. (4) The Wakf Commissioner
shall hold office for such period, not exceeding five years, as may be specified in the notification whereby he
is appointed, or until he attains the age of superannuation, whether under the rules for the time being in force
in relation to the members of the Service to which he belongs, or in relation to the post which he was holding
immediately before his appointment as the Wakf Commissioner, whichever is earlier, and shall, subject to the
provisions of this sub-section, be eligible for reappointment for alike term. (5) The Wakf Commissioner
shall not, during his term of office as such, hold the office of a mutawalli of any wakf and shall devote his
whole time and attention to his duties under this Act. Appointment of Wakf Commissioner and his term of
office, etc (6) The Wakf Commissioner shall receive such monthly salary, not being less than the salary
drawn by him immediately before the date of his appointment as Wakf Commissioner, as may be fixed by the
State Government, and shall hold such office with the same rights and privileges as to pension, gratuity,
provident fund and other matters as would have been admissible to him if he had not been so appointed and
shall continue to do so until his appointment as Wakf Commissioner is duly terminated or until the conditions
of his service are duly altered by the State Government. (7) The State Government may, after consultation
with the Board, grant leave of absence to the Wakf Commissioner. (8) The salaries and allowances to be
drawn by the Wakf Commissioner during the period of hisleave of absence shall be specified by the State
Government: Provided that such salaries and allowances shall not be less than the salaries and allowances
which he would have drawn had he not been appointed as the Wakf Commissioner. (9) Whenever leave of
absence is granted to the Wakf Commissioner, the State Government may appoint any other person who
fulfils the conditions specified in sub-section (1) to act as the Wakf Commissioner during the period of such
leave, and the salaries and allowances of the person so appointed shall be fixed by the State Government, and
such salaries and allowances shall not be less than the salaries and allowances which he would have drawn
had he not been so appointed, (10) The Wakf Commissioner may resign his office by writing under hisown
hand addressed to the State Government. (11) The State Government may give directions to any Wakf
Commissioner as to the carrying into execution in the State of any of the provisions of this Act or of any
order or direction made thereunder and may also call for from the Wakf Commissioner such information as it
may think fit.]
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