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Wakf Act, 1954
Section 15A - POWER TO DEVELOP URBAN LAND WHICH ISWAKF PROPERTY

1) Where the Board is of opinion that any urban land which is wakf property, and which isnot in the
possession of the mutawalli of the wakf, and in relation to which no process of acquisition has been
commenced under any law for the time being in force relating to the acquisition of land, and which has not
vested in the State under any law for the time being in force relating to land reforms (hereinafter referred to
as the specified urban land) offers a potential for the development of such land for land uses, such as, the
establishment of any shopping centre or market or for the construction of residential flats or for any other
commercia uses and that the proposed development of the use of such land is in accordance with any land
uses specified, under any law for the time being in force, in any Master Plan or other Plan, if any, prepared
by any local or other statutory authority in relation to the areain which such specified urban land is situate, it
may make an application to the State Government specifying therein, the nature of the work which is
intended to be executed for the development of the use of such land. (2) On receipt of any application made
under sub-section (1), the State Government shall issue a notice requiring- (a) the local or other statutory
authority to state, whether the intended devel opment of the use of the specified urban land is in accordance
with the land uses specified in the Master Plan or other Plan which has been prepared by such authority for
the area in which such specified urban land is situate and whether any project for the development of the land
uses of the specified urban land has been, or is proposed to be, undertaken by such authority, and where no
such Plan has been prepared, whether such authority has any objection to the proposed development, by the
Board, of the specified urban land for the land uses specified in sub-section (1); (b) the Director General of
Archaeology to state whether the development of the specified urban land for the land uses specified in sub-
section (1) islikely to affect prejudicially any ancient or protected monument within the meaning of the
Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904-, or any ancient monument or archaeological site and remains
which have been declared under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958-to
be of national importance; (c) the mutawalli of the concerned wakf to state whether he has any objection to
the proposed devel opment of the specified urban land for the land uses specified in sub-section (1), and if
not, whether he is ready and willing to carry out the proposed work for the development of the specified
urban land for such land uses within the time specified in the notice, and whether he has the financial and
other meansto do so. (3) The notice referred to in sub-section (2) shall specify the time, not beingless than
sixty days, within which areply thereto is to begiven. Power to develop urban land which is wakf property
(4) If no reply isreceived to the notice issued under sub-section (2) or if after considering such replies as may
be received in pursuance of the said notice and if, after making such inquiry asit may think fit, the State
Government is satisfied that- (a) the specified urban land is wakf property and is not in the possession of the
mutawalli of the wakf and no process of acquisition of such land has been commenced under any law for the
time being in force relating to the acquisition of land and that such land has not vested in the State under any
law for the time being in force relating to land reforms; (b) no project for the development of the land uses of
the specified urban land has been, or is proposed to be, undertaken by the local or other statutory authority;
(c) the proposed work for the development of the specified urban land for the land uses specified in sub-
section (1) is conducive to the interests of the wakf and isin the public interest; (d) the proposed
development of the specified urban land for such land uses is in accordance with the land uses specified in
the Master Plan or other Plan as aforesaid, or, where there is no such Plan, has been approved by the local or
other statutory authority aforesaid; (€) the proposed development of the specified urban land for such land
usesisnot likely to pregjudicially affect any ancient monument within the meaning of the Ancient Monuments
Preservation Act, 1904-, or any ancient monument or archaeological site and remains which have been
declared to be of national importance under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains
Act, 1958-; and (f) the mutawalli does not have any objection to the proposed development of land uses and
is either unwilling to execute, or if willing, does not have the means of executing, the proposed work within
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the time specified in the notice issued to him, the State Government may take over the management of the
specified urban land for such period, not being more than five years or such longer period not being more
than fifteen years in the aggregate as the State Government may, from time to time, specify by notification in
the Official Gazette, and shall thereafter, entrust the management of the specified urban land to the Board, for
the purposes of making such development of the land uses as are specified in sub-section (1), and may also
authorise the Board to remove, from the specified urban land, any building or structure standing thereon, the
removal of which s, in the opinion of the State Government, necessary for the purpose of executing any
work for the development of the land uses of such specified urban land: Provided that the Board shall, during
the course of management of the specified urban land, carry on work for the development of such land for the
land uses specified in sub-section (1), under the direction, control and supervision of the State Government:
Power to develop urban land which is wakf property Provided further that the High Court may, on the
application of any person aggrieved by any order made by the State Government under this sub-section call
for the records of the case from the State Government for the purpose of satisfying itself asto the correctness,
legality or propriety of the order and may, after examining the records, pass such orders as it may think fit.
Explanation.-For the purposes of this section, specified urban land shall include al rights, leaseholds,
powers, authorities and privileges, and shall aso include all buildings, workshops and all other rights and
interests arising out of the specified urban land, as were, immediately before the date on which management
thereof istaken over by the State Government (hereinafter referred to as the appointed day) in the ownership,
possession, power or control of the mutawalli of the wakf, and all books of accounts, registers and all the
documents of whatever nature relating thereto. (5) Any contract, whether express or implied, or other
arrangement in so far asit relates to the management of the specified urban land and in force immediately
before the appointed day, shall be deemed to have become terminated on the appointed day. (6) All persons
in charge of the management of the specified urban land, immediately before the appointed day, shall, on and
from the appointed day, be deemed to have vacated their offices as personsin charge of the management
thereof. (7) Any person who, on the appointed day, has in his possession or under his control, any books,
papers or other documents relating to the management of the specified urban land, shall deliver them to the
Board or such person as the Board may authorise in this behalf. (8) For every year or part thereof during
which the Board remains in charge of the management of the specified urban land, there shall be paid by the
Board annually to the mutawalli of the wakf, an amount equal to the average net annual income derived by
the wakf from the specified urban land during the period of three years immediately preceding the appointed
day and the amount so paid shall be duly credited to the account of the wakf to which the specified urban
land pertains. (9) The Board may execute any work for the development of the land uses of the specified
urban land from its own finances, but where its own finances are not sufficient, it shall be lawful for the
Board to raise the necessary finances on the security of the specified urban land. (10) Any transfer of the
specified urban land, or any contract or agreement relating thereto, made within a period of six months
immediately preceding the date of service of the notice on the mutawalli under sub-sec. (2), shall, unlessit
was made in good faith and for valuable consideration in the due course of management of the specified
urban land, be void, (11) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (4), the Board shall continue to control the
management of the specified urban land till such time as all the expensesincurred by it under this section for
the development of the land for the land uses specified in subsection (1), together with interest due thereon,
and all expenses incurred for the maintenance of such work or development and other legitimate charges
incurred in relation to the development of the specified urban land for such land uses are fully recovered from
the income derived by the Board from such land or from any shopping centre, market, residential flats raised
thereon or from other commercial uses of the specified urban land. (12) The Board shall, after the recovery of
all expenses and charges referred to in sub-section (11), or upon the expiry of the period specified under sub-
section (4), whichever is earlier, restore to the person in charge of the management of the specified urban
land Power to develop urban land which is wakf property immediately before the appointed day, the
management of such land, as so developed, together with the shopping centres, markets, residential flats and
other structures, if any, constructed thereon. (13) The provisions of sub-sections (1), (2), (3) and (4) shall, as
far as may be, apply to the proposal for the development of the land uses of any urban wakf property whichis
in the possession of the mutawalli of the wakf subject to the modification that instead of taking over the
management of such property, the State Government may, by order, remove the mutawalli from possession
thereof and place the same in the possession of the Board and authorise the Board to carry out the



development of such land uses of the urban wakf property as are specified in sub-section (1). (14) Where, as
aresult of the development of any specified urban land, or any urban land referred to in sub-section (13), for
the land uses specified in sub-section (1), there is a substantial increase in the income of the wakf and the
guantum, of the increase is such that the whole of such increased income is not needed for the purposes of the
wakf, the Board may make a direction in accordance with the provisions of clause (e) of sub-section (2) of
section 15-, as to how such surplus income shall be utilised and submit such direction to the State
Government for approval, and, thereupon, such surplusincome shall be utilised for such purposes as may be
specified in the direction as approved by the State Government.]
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