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Opium Act, 1857
Section 20 - PENALTY

ORILLEGAL PURCHASE OF OPIUM FROM CULTIVATOR Any person purchasing or receiving any
opium from a cultivator or other person who may have entered into engagements for the cultivation of the
poppy, or who may be employed in the provision of opium on account of 37 [the Central Government], or
bargaining for the purchase of opium with such cultivator or person, or in any way causing or encouraging
such cultivator or person to embezzle or illegally dispose of any opium and for illegal connivance at
embezzlement by opium officer and any officer of the Opium Department conniving in any way at the
embezzlement or illegal disposal of any opium, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one thousand rupees,
unless the opium purchase, bargained for or illegally disposed of shall exceed the weight of thirty-one seers
and a quarter, in which case the fine may be increased, at a rate not exceeding thirty-two rupees per seer for
all such opium in excess of that weight; and the opium, if found, shall be liable to confiscation.
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