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Coast Guard Act, 1978

Section 51 - Period of Limitation for Trial of Offences Under the Act

(1) No person unless he is an offender who has avoided apprehension or escaped arrest or committed the
offence of desertion or of giving false entry on enrolment or the offence of mutiny shall be tried or punished
in pursuance of this Act for any offence committed by him unless such trial commences1[within a period of
three years from the commission of such offence and such period shall commence,--

(a) on the date of the offence; or

(b) where the commission of the offence was not known to the person aggrieved by the offence or to the
authority competent to initiate action, the first day on which such offence comes to the knowledge of such
person or authority; or

(c) where it is not known by whom the offence was committed, on the first day on which the identity of the
offender becomes known to the person aggrieved by the offence or to the authority competent to initiate
action, whichever is earlier.

Explanation.--For the purposes of this sub-section, in the computation of the period of time mentioned in this
sub-section, any time spent by such person, as a prisoner of war in the enemy territory, or in evading arrest,
after the commission of the offence, shall be excluded.]

2[(1A) Where a proceeding in respect of an offence has been stayed by an injunction or an order of a court,
then, in computing the period of limitation under this section, the period of the continuance of the injunction
or order, the day on which it was issued or made, and the day on which it was withdrawn shall be excluded.]

(2) No trial for an offence of desertion or of giving false entry on enrolment shall be commenced if the
person in question, not being an officer, has subsequent to the commission of the offence served continuously
in an exemplary manner for not less than three years in the Coast Guard.

________________________

1.Substituted for "within three years from the commission of such offence." by The Coast Guard (Amdt) Act,
2002. w.e.f. 12.08.2002.

2.Inserted by The Coast Guard (Amendment) Act, 2002. w.e.f. 12.08.2002.

SooperKanoon - India's Premier Online Legal Search - sooperkanoon.com

https://sooperkanoon.com/
https://sooperkanoon.com/act/1593

