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Factories Act, 1948

Chapter Il - The Inspecting Staff

(1) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint such persons as
possess the prescribed qualification to be Inspectors for the purposes of this Act and may assign to
them such local limits asit may think fit.

(2) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint any person to be a
Chief Inspector who shall, in addition to the powers conferred on a Chief Inspector under this Act,
exercise the powers of an Inspector throughout the State.

1[(2A) The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint as many
Additional Chief Inspectors, Joint Chief Inspectors and Deputy Chief Inspectors and as many other
officers as it thinks fit to assist the Chief Inspector and to exercise such of the powers of the Chief
Inspector as may be specified in such notification.

(2B) Every Additional Chief Inspector, Joint Chief Inspector, Deputy Chief Inspector and every other
officer appointed under sub-section (2A) shall, in addition to the powers of a Chief Inspector
specified in the naotification by which he is appointed, exercise the power of an Inspector throughout
the State].

(3) No person shall be appointed under sub-section (1), sub-section (2)1[subsection (2A)] or sub-
section (5) or, having been so appointed, shall continue to hold office, who is or becomes directly or
indirectly interested in a factory or in any process or business carried on therein or in any patent or
machinery connected therewith.

(4) Every District Magistrate shall be an Inspector for hi sdistrict.

( 5) The State Government may also, by notification as aforesaid, appoint such public officers as it
thinks fit to be additional Inspectors for all or any of the purposes of this Act, within such local limits
asit may assign to them respectively.

( 6) In any area where there are more Inspectors than one the State Government may, by notification
as aforesaid, declare the powers which such Inspectors shall respectively exercise and the Inspector to
whom the prescribed notices are to be sent.

( 7 )2[Every Chief Inspector, Additional Chief Inspector, Joint Chief Inspector, Deputy Chief
Inspector and every other officer appointed under this section] shall be deemed to be a public servant
within the me aning of the Indian Penal Code ( 45 of 1860 ), and shall be officialy subordinate to
such authority as the State Government may specify in this behalf.

1. Inserted by Act 94 of 1976, section 6 ( w.e.f. 26-10-1976) .

2. Substituted by Act 94 of 1976, section 6, for "Every Chief Inspector or Inspector” ( w.e.f. 2 6 -10-
1976).

Section 9 - Power s of I nspectors

Subject to any rules made in this behalf, an Inspector may w ithin the local limits for which he is
appointed,--
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(a) enter, with such assistants, being persons in the service of the Government or any local or
other public authority,1[or with an expert] as he thinks fit, any place which is used, or which he
has reason to believe is used, as afactory;

2[(b) make examination of the premises, plant, machinery, article or substance;

(c) inquire into any accident or dangerous occurrence, whether resulting in bodily injury,
disability or not, and take on the spot or otherwise statements of any person which he may
consider necessary for such inquiry;

(d) require the production of any prescribed register or any other document relating to the factory;

(e) seize, or take copies of, any register, record or other document or any portion thereof as he
may consider necessary in respect of any offence under this Act , w hich he has reason to believe,
has been committed,;

() direct the occupier that any premises or any part thereof, or anything lying therein, shall be left
undisturbed (whether generally or in particular respects) for so tong as is necessary for the
purpose of any examination under clause (b);

(g) take me asurements and photographs and make such recordings as he considers necessary for
the purpose of any examination under clause (b), taking with hi m any necessary instrument or
equipment;

(h) in case of any article or substance found in any premises, being an article or substance which
appearsto hi m as having caused or is likely to cause danger to the health or safety of the workers,
direct it to be dismantled or subject it to any process or test (but not so as to damage or destroy it
unless the same is, in the circumstances necessary, for carrying out the purposes of this Act), and
take possession of any such article or substance or a part thereof, and detain it for so long as is
necessary for such examination;

(i) exercise such other powers as may be prescribed:]

Provided that no person shall be compelled under this section to answer any question or give
any evidence tending to incriminate hi mself.

1. Inserted by Act 20 of 1987, section 5 (w.e.f. 1-12-1987 ) .
2. Substituted by Act 20 of 1987, section 5, for clause (b) and (c) (w.ef. 1-12-1987) .

Section 10 - Certifying surgeons

(1) The State Government may appoint qualified medical practitioners to be certifying surgeons for
the purposes of this Act within such local limits or for such factory or class or description of factories
asit may assign to them respectively.

(2) A certifying surgeon may, with the approval of the State Government, authorise any qualified
medical practitioner to exercise any of his powers under this Act for such period as the certifying
surgeon may specify and subject to such conditions as the State Government may think fit to impose,
and references in this Act to a certifying surgeon shall be deemed to include references to any
gualified medical practitioner when so authorised.

(3) No person shall be appointed to be, or authorised to exercise the powers of, a certifying surgeon,
or having been so appointed or authorised, continue to exercise such powers, who is or becomes the
occupier of afactory or is or becomes directly or indirectly interested therein or in any process or
business carried on therein on in any process or machinery connected therewith or is otherwise in the
employ of the factory:



1 [Provided that the State Government may, by order in writing and subject to such conditions as
may be specified in the order, exempt any person or class of persons from the provisions of this
sub-section in respect of any factory or class or description of factories.]

(4) The certifying surgeon shall carry out such duties as may be prescribed in connection with--
(a) the examination and certification of young persons this Act;

(b) the examination of person engaged in factories in such dangerous occupations or processes as
may be prescribed;

(c) the exercising of such medical supervision as may be prescribed for any factory or class or
description of factories where--

(i) cases of illness have occurred which it is reasonable to believe are due to the nature of the
manufacturing process carried on, or other conditions of work prevailing, therein;

(i) by reason of any change in the manufacturing process carried on or in the substances used
therein or by reason of the adoption of any new manufacturing process or of any new
substance for use in a manufacturing process, there is a likelihood of injury to the health of
workers employed in that manufacturing process;

(iif) young persons are, or are about to be, employed in any work which is likely to cause
injury to their health.

Explanation.--In this section "qualified medical practitioner" means a person holding a qualification
granted by an authority specified in the Schedule to the Indian Medical Degrees Act, 1916 (7 of
1916), or in the Schedules to the Indian Medical Council Act, 1933 (27 of 1933)2.

1. Inserted by act 94 of 1976, section 7 (w.e.f. 26-10-1976)
2. Now see the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956 (102 of 1956).
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