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Navy Act, 1957

Section 144 - Lunacy of the Accused at the Time of Offence

(1) Whenever any person subject to naval law is acquitted upon the ground that, at the time at which
he is alleged to have committed an offence, he was, by reason of unsoundness of mind, incapable of
knowing the nature of the act alleged as constituting the offence, or that it was wrong or contrary to
law, the finding shall specifically state whether he committed the act or not.

(2) Whenever the finding made under sub-section (1) states that the accused person committed the act
alleged, the court-martial shall, if such act would, but for the incapacity found, have constituted an
offence, order such person to be detained in safe custody in such place and in such manner as may be
prescribed and shall report the action taken to the officer convening the court.

(3) The officer convening the court shall then report the case for the orders of the Central Government
and shall take necessary steps to detain the said person in safe custody pending receipt of such orders.

(4) The Central Government may on receipt of areport under sub-section (3) order the accused person
to be detained in a mental hospital or other suitable place of safe custody.
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