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Civil Defence Act, 1968

Chapter III - Civil Defence Corps

(1) The State Government may constitute, for any area within the State, a body of persons to be called
the Civil Defence Corps (hereinafter referred to as the "Corps") and may appoint a person, not being,
in its opinion, below the rank of a District Magistrate (to be known as the "Controller") to command
such Corps:

Provided that if there is in existence in any area in a State, immediately before the commencement
of this Act in that area, an organisation which, in the opinion of the State Government, may be
entrusted with the functions of the Corps, the State Government may, instead of constituting a
separate Corps for such area, call upon that organisation to take over or discharge the functions of
the Corps in that area, and thereupon such organisation shall be deemed, for the purpose of this
Act, to be the Corps for that area.

(2) The State Government may, for the purpose of co-ordinating the activities of the Controllers
within the State, appoint a Director of Civil Defence and every Controller shall comply with the
directions given by such Director.

Section 5 - Appointment of members and officers

(1) The State Government may appoint as members of the Corps persons who are fit and willing to
serve as such and the Controller may appoint any member so appointed to such office or command in
the Corps, as such member is, in the opinion of the Controller, fit to hold.

(2) Every person appointed to be a member of the Corps shall be given a certificate of membership in
such form as may be prescribed.

Section 6 - Dismissal of members of Civil Defence Corps

(1) Where any member of the Corps fails or has failed, in the opinion of the Controller, to discharge
his duties as such member satisfactorily or is or has been found guilty of any misconduct in the
discharge of his duties as such member, the Controller may, after an inquiry in which such member of
the Corps has been given a reasonable opportunity of being heard in respect of the charges against
him, by an order, dismiss such member from the Corps.

(2) Where the Controller is of opinion that the continued presence of any member of the Corps is
undesirable, he may, without assigning any reason, summarily dismiss such member from the Corps.

Section 7 - Appeal

A member of the Corps who is dismissed from the Corps under section 6 may prefer an appeal to the
State Government within thirty days from the date of such dismissal and that Government may, on
such appeal, confirm, modify or reverse the order made by the Controller or other authority.

Section 8 - Functions of members of Civil Defence Corps

(1) The members of the Corps shall perform such functions in relation to the carrying out of measures
for civil defence as may be assigned to them by rules made under this Act or by any other law for the
time being in force.
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(2) The State Government or the Controller may, by order, call out a member of the Corps for training
or for discharging such functions in relation to the carrying out of measures for civil defence as may
be specified in such order.

(3) Subject to such orders as the Central Government may make in this behalf, any member of the
Corps of any State may at any time be required, by order, to discharge functions in relation to civil
defence in any other State and shall while discharging such functions, be deemed to be a member of
the Corps of that other State and be vested with the powers, functions and privileges and be subject to
the liabilities of a member of the Corps in that other State.

Section 9 - Power to make regulations

(1) The Central Government may, by notification, make regulations for carrying out the purposes of
this Chapter.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such regulations
may--

(a)prescribe the functions of the members of the Corps and regulate the manner in which they may
be called out for service;

(b) regulate the organisation, appointment, conditions of service, discipline, accoutrement and
clothing of members of any or all o'f the Corps;

(c) prescribe the form of certificates of membership of any or all of the Corps.
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